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"Got the fire under control. My knees have scabbed over and feel pretty good today, but my hands are in a
hell of a shape. Damned if I'll ever fight fire with my bare hands again."

Typical of turn-of-the-century forest rangers in the Inland Northwest—northern Idaho, western Montana, and
eastern Washington—this diarist faced fire and other tribulations far from civilization, often alone on foot or
horseback, with little equipment and no means of communication.

In this engaging collection, Hal Rothman has selected and provided context for the best and most informative
letters written by early foresters. Highly literate and perceptive, the writers illuminate how they were forced
to balance the agency's regulatory impulses with the needs of rural communities that depended upon forests
for their livelihood. They reveal much about the challenges they met—autonomous decision-making; fire
fighting and prevention; opposition and pressure from local residents; occasional corruption or
incompetence; and changing technology and agency expectations. Family life, isolation, and loneliness, they
show, could also be challenging. "It got so lonely my dog couldn't stand it," wrote Edward G. Stahl. "He
went down to the Kootenai River and howled 'til the ferryman from Gateway came over and took him across
to town."

Facing bitter cold and heavy snow in the winter and often flames in the summer (1,700 fires in 1910 alone
blackened millions of acres and killed 80 fire fighters) foresters managed to persevere with limited resources,
Rothman shows. They surveyed land, enforced regulations, evaluated homestead claims, inventoried
resources, organized timber sales, let grazing permits, built infrastructure, and handled many unusual
situations that came their way.

O. O. Lansdale became judge, jury, and undertaker upon finding two dead men on the trail. "It was up to me,
acting as coroner, to hold an inquest and bury them. Being all alone, the inquest was easy-just a case of
dispensation of Providence. The burial was not so easy. Digging two graves with a piece of cedar board;
then, with a rope around their feet, dragging them to their graves with the rope around the saddle horse."

As the century progressed and technology advanced, the writers show, the Forest Service evolved. Locals,
who constituted the early organization, were gradually replaced by college-trained foresters, and tourism
became more prevalent as primitive conditions were overcome.

"My first realization of this change came one day when I was walking along the road toward the nursery,"
wrote David Olson. "A large black sedan drew up from behind and stopped. A liveried chauffeur asked if I
wanted a ride. Looking into the car, I saw two elderly ladies sitting in rocking chairs. They smiled and one of
them said they were seeing the wild West."
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From reader reviews:

Robert Bell:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this "I'll Never Fight Fire with My Bare Hands Again": Recollections
of the First Forest Rangers of the Inland Northwest.

Donna Barragan:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video games
all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read some sort of book. It
is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to reading a
publication. The book "I'll Never Fight Fire with My Bare Hands Again": Recollections of the First Forest
Rangers of the Inland Northwest it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of
your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Deborah Ryan:

The reason? Because this "I'll Never Fight Fire with My Bare Hands Again": Recollections of the First
Forest Rangers of the Inland Northwest is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to
snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was
fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the
other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still
want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Thomas Gonzalez:

Beside this specific "I'll Never Fight Fire with My Bare Hands Again": Recollections of the First Forest
Rangers of the Inland Northwest in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up
being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have "I'll Never
Fight Fire with My Bare Hands Again": Recollections of the First Forest Rangers of the Inland Northwest



because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get
what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from now!
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